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The UNHCR sent a request for a fatwa from the Tri State Imam Council regarding the permissibility
of UNHCR receiving zakat funds from Muslims from different countries of the world and distributing it to
those who deserve it from among the Muslims. The Tri State Imam Council’s response is follows: The fatwa

here treats two matters:
(1) the transfer of zakat from one country to another
(2) a non-Islamic institution collecting and distributing and distributing zakat funds
Framework for Zakat collection and the legitimate areas for its spending

Firstly, we want to point out that the framework for Zakat collection and the legitimate areas for its spending
are outlined and stated in the Quran in the following verse

“Zakat expenditures are only for the poor and the needy and for those employed to collect zakat

and for brining hearts together and for freeing captives and for those in debt and for the cause of
Allah and for the traveler (Tauba 9:60)

Clarification Regarding the geographical limits on the distribution of Zakat

The default position for many jurists of the past regarding the distribution of Zakat has traditionally been that it
is collected locally and administered locally but they have mentioned that it can be transferred to another
location that isn’t local based upon legitimate need. Consequently, the general practice of Muslims has been
that Zakat collection was localized. This was mostly due to the way life was organized not due to primarily to a
restriction in shariah (Islamic teachings). So, we clarify that Islamic jurisprudence governing zakat recognizes
the permissibility of transferring Zakat from one place to the another based on need although this was not
practiced much in the past mostly because the circumstances did not present themselves as necessitating so in

an overwhelming manner.
Organized Collection of the Zakat

Today we live in a world hit with mass migration caused by varying reasons, an in a world wherein different
parts of the world are tied together by travel and a global economy. Current living conditions have multiplied

the needs for collecting and giving Zakat to alleviate the needs of Muslims. Also, there is a need to collect

Zakat strategically distribute Zakat strategically to alleviate the conditions of the poor and needy and to use
Zakat in other ways recognized as legitimate in the Din. Due to the need for strategic use of Zakat we

recognize the need for reliable trustworthy institutions to collect Zakat and distribute it according to need of
targeted zakat eligible populations even by trustworthy non-Muslim organizations as long as the%/(dp/ oL M
use Zakat for administrative purposes. An organization such as UNHCR qualifies as a distributef 9 7
based on the condition mentioned that is that Zakat is not used for administrative purposes. 2/

M A -

Y e — —_— . Tl /

Address: 445 Georges Road, North Brunswick, NJ 08905 Cell#: 929-414-6307 Website: imams-council.org ENjail:i Y




TRI-STATE IMAM COUNCIL <Ol <y il ulaa

The UNHCR is a global institution that has a global trust, and is not an institution which belong to a particular
country or party as much as it is an institution for all mankind, and after reviewing and making sure that the
institution follows the Sharia’s regulations for distributing zakat, as well as having the ability to reach the
needy anywhere, as well as not deducting any administrative expenses, It distributes 100% of the collected
zakat funds, so the Tri state has no objection to the UNHCR collecting and distributing zakat funds.
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The Tri State Imam Council (New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut) is a non-for-profit
organization, was established in the state of New Jersey in the year 2011 AD, and its
membership includes one hundred imams from the three states.
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